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�
������� Star-top Cap 

A Quick-to-knit Basic Design by Anne Carroll Gilmour 

 
MATERIALS: 90 yards chunky yarn, 1 ball each in 2 coordinating colors 
                      16” # 11 circular needles &/or a set of #11 dp’s 
                      1 stitch marker 
  1 darning needle 
Gauge:   3.5 sts per”, 5.5 rnds per” in stst 
Size:   Adult m/l 
Use any chunky yarn for this quick, fun little cap, i.e.: Baby Alpaca Grande, Taos or any that 
will give a 3 to 3.5 st per “ gauge. There are long floats, good chart reading skills & 2-handed 
Fair-Isle stranding technique recommended. 
Using your 16” circular and main color (MC), co 80 sts. Place marker & Join in a circle being 
careful not to twist. Wk 1 rnd 1x1 rib, then wk 2-color Latvian Braid as follows: 
Preparation rnd: Attach Contrasting Color (CC) and knit 1 rnd 1MCx1CC. 
Braid rnd 1: Bring both colors forward as to p, so they are hanging outside the circle. Pull 
about 2 yards free from both skeins of your braid colors.* P 1 st  MC, then bring CC over MC  
and P 1 st CC. Repeat from start to end of rnd, always bringing the next color over  the last 
color wked. This will twist the 2 yarns as you P around the circle. 
     To keep the yarn from snarling as you work, push twists back toward skeins as you purl. 
When the rnd is complete, a 2 color twisted cord hangs from your work.    
     Braid rnd 2: Now, * P 1 MC, then bring CC under and P 1CC*. Repeat from star but this 
time always bringing the following color under the color just wked. At the end of the rnd, the 
twists will be undone and your braid will be complete! 
Break off and weave in CC and cont. to K even in MC for 4” (or desired depth to crown), then 
re-attach CC and wk a 2nd braid, (don’t forget the preparation rnd) this time bringing the 
colors under each other on the 1st braid rnd. and over each other on the 2nd braid rnd, 
mirroring the direction of the cuff braid. Now break off MC and K1 rnd even in CC. 
To work star top: Follow chart for next 15 rnds, using double decreases as indicated (Sl 2 as 
to K, K1, pass 2 sl sts over). When only 10 sts remain, K2tog all sts on following rnd. 5 sts 
remain. Break off yarns and using darning ndl, draw them through the remaining 5 sts, pull 
tightly and leave on the outside  braided into a loop or tack securely to the inside if desired. 
 
Read chart from bottom to top, 
Right to left. The dark squares 
represent CC, the light squares MC 
and remember that the line to the far 
left represents the st retained after each 
double decrease, the white spaces 
represent stitches that no longer exist! 
(A chart-less, swirl top version of this cap is  
Included on next page…) 
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A Quick-to-knit Basic Design by Anne Carroll Gilmour 

 
MATERIALS: 90 yards total of chunky yarn, 1 ball each in 2 coordinating colors 
                      16” # 11 circular needles &/or a set of  #11 dp’s 
                      1 stitch marker 
  1 darning needle 
 
Gauge:   3.5 sts per”, 5.5 rnds per” in stst 
Size:   Adult m/l 
 
Use any Chunky yarn that will give a gauge of 3-3.5 sts per “, such as Baby Alpaca Grande 
or Taos for this fun little cap-  
Using your 16” circular and main color (MC), co 80 sts. Place marker & join in a circle being 
careful not to twist. K 1 rnd 1x1 rib, then wk 2-color Latvian Braid as follows: 
 
Preparation rnd: Attach contrasting color (CC) and wk 1 rnd 1MCx1CC. 
Braid rnd 1: Bring both colors forward as to p, so they are hanging outside the circle. Pull 
about 2 yards free from both skeins of your braid colors.* P 1 st  MC, then bring CC over MC  
and P 1 st CC. Repeat from star to end of rnd, always bringing the next color over  the last 
color wked. This will twist the 2 yarns as you P around the circle. 
 
     To keep the yarn from snarling as you work, push twists back toward skeins as you purl. 
When the rnd is complete, a 2 color twisted cord hangs from your work.    
     Braid rnd 2: Now, * P 1 MC, then bring CC under and P 1. Repeat from star but this time 
always bringing the following color under the color just wked. At the end of the rnd, the twists 
will be undone and your braid will be complete! 
 
Break off and weave in CC and cont. to K even in MC for approx. 4” (or desired depth to 
crown), then re-attach CC and wk a 2nd braid, (don’t forget the preparation rnd) this time 
bringing the colors under each other on the 1st braid rnd and over each other on the 2nd braid 
rnd, mirroring the direction of the cuff braid. Now break off MC and K1 rnd even in CC. 
 
Begin Swirl-top decs: On next rnd, * k 14, k 2 tog *, repeat between ‘*’s to end of rnd. On 
following rnd, * k 13, k 2 tog *,  Repeat between *’s as for previous rnd. Cont in this manner 
on each 
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